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"Full many a gem of purest ray serene
The dark unfathom'd caves of Ocean bear

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen
And waste its sweelness on the desert air”
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The yaung usurper
On my darling’s bosom,
Fair as brilliant-Hesper,
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Against the brimming flood,
She handles him;

She dandles him;

She fondles him and eyes him,
And if upon a tear he wakes,
with many a kiss she dries him;
She covets every move he makes,
And never enough can prize him.

Ah the young usurper,

| yield my golden throne;

Such angels hands attend his hands
To claim it for his own.
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"Eversince man started to speak, he has an
Urge to translate - to translate himself, and

others"
(Art and science of translation) J.L. Shastry
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“In view of the fact that onc can translate
without knowing anything about Linguistics,
cven as onc can speak a language without
being a student of the Science of language,
many persons have concluded that translation
is scarcely cven an aspect of applicd
linguistics. Rather it has ofien been regarded
only as a morc complicated form of talking or
writing, in which one decodcs form onc
language and cncodces into another.”

(Science of Translation, Page 483)

J.?ufu'i_-id/ufﬂ ML btz Ehe JEIUS s
oS Lo meic VWA 20 LIt S
V94O, die v IS e et/ s AL
LFJIGi(r)AilltéﬁrJti})?ff‘LL,.”c:_‘nJE"l:r_ﬂ;f_-u;:L‘JLj
Uzl LU e wt S a s S S oL i
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A Sect of postulates on uiy* KJ’-L,C u:‘#_._fl h?..l J;r‘ i:i/'/.._.- >
st .Lf.‘:-".':;.bri’ﬂ_ﬂ:g Translation - theory and practice

on
*Translation is repl.cement of a text in Source
Language (SL) by an cquivalent text in atarget
language (T.L) so that (a) such a text fulfills a
function in T.L cquivalent to its function in
SL. or (b) it can function as a cross- cultural
event in T.L, as "an act of communication

across cultural barriers.”
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(Art and scicnce of translation by J.K Shastry)
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U (1981)

WA .L.L/’;.:‘-....f" .C-lf/ﬂ!‘JIJL’IJKHL?JE!J/fLJJ‘JL_JL"'

" We may at the outsct ask: What doces
translation aim at? What is an ideal translation?
To be precise, it is an attempt to reercat, as far
as possible, for the recader of the target
language, i.c, the language in which the
translation is made, the experience of the
rcader of the source language.”

(Some problems of translation from Indian
language - with special reference to Prem
Chand, Indian leterature, Page 806)
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"Translation may be broadly delined as the
process of retaxualising the source language
(S.L) discource process in the target language
(T.L) code. The Translator reccives on the onc
hand. the SL text which invokes the source
discource process with all its factors involved
in its production and in the other hand,
launches into the target discource process with
the factors cquivalent to those ol source
discource and scarch for appropriate TL texual
Stratcgics for presenting his discource
process.”
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"Every exercisc in translation is an exercisc in
interpretation. It may often lecave the rcader
unsatisfied. It might also lcave the translator
unsatisficd too. This has often led a translator
to producc morc than onc translation of the
same picce. | could casily give the example of
the same Rabiyats of Umar Khayyam or rather
Fitzerad's Umar Khayyam.

Prof M.T Patwardhan who was a professor of
persian has to his credit two translations of
Fitzgcrad: "DRAKSHA Kavya' and
"Madhulahari.” The latter is an improvement
upon the former as can be casily perceived on

29

Scanne d with CamScanner



a closer Perusal of the two. Prof. Patwardhan
not satisfied with his two translations of
Fitzherald, did the third excrcisc of translating
the Rubaiyat's from the original Perusal.”
(Literary Translation)

B SR SuR s uS L VL vy Ayl L

A book of verses underneath the bough, A Jug
of wine, a Loaf Bread - and thou thou

Beside me singing in the wilderness.

Oh, wilderness was paradise snow!
el pJRLT

"Diffcrent rendering either by the same
Translator or by different translators mainly
arisc out of differing interpretations or rather
out of earnest-cffort to bring from one
language into another through close
interpretations the core and Kernal of the
translated pcace. The close interpretation
depends mainly upon, the translator's
identification with the personality of the
original writer."
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"The flowering moments of mind drop half
their petals in speech and 3/4 in Translation."
(Sharing)
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"These various descriptions ol translation act
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show the tremendous potentiality of that act
and at the same time unsurmountable
difficulties that lie in that act. Whoever 1s
ready to perform such an act is certainly
jumping into the fire boldly and Kudos 10 the
one who comes out unscathingly from 1t But
how many do come out?”

(Translationand untranslatability)
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"This is a challenge and a failure a desire and a
[rustration because some untranslatability is

bound to remain.”
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"Accepting that untranslatability remains is not
a defeat. In fact it is one of the asscts of the
translator.”
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"Not to translate would be criminal and to
translate badly is a guilt."
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. 'Cape Wrath docsn’t mean "angry" ',Mr Mathers

said 'It's from a Norsc word that mcans
*turning-point”. This is where the ships turncd
south.’

(Paul Theroux: The Kingdom by the Sca)

2. When do you open your Chrismas presents?

Open them only in the ﬁrivacy of your own
family. Do remember to lcave the receipts in 'by
mistake'. then everyone can change cvcrythin_g

next wecek.
(SHE magazine)

3. A good actor cannol mercly imagine a given
cituation but can ‘'fec!’ what it would be like In
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Scanne d with CamScanner



such a situation. Art without fecling is dead.
(C.J. Adcock: Fundamentals of P: ychology)

4. Well into this century it was usual for ‘free’
paticnts at the big hospitals to have their teeth
cxtracted with no anacsthetic. They didn't pay, so
why should they have an anacsthetic- that was the
attitude.

(George Orwell: Collected Essays)

5. (From a report on the opening of a new Civic Hall)
When the word ‘civic' was revived in the
nincteenth century it got off to a bad start.
Intented to inspirc memorics of the Roman

Republic, it in fact came to mean '‘pompous’,
'small-minded' and 'parochial’. A building of this
sort (the new Civic Hall) should help to set the
word off on a new and more hopeful tack.
(Architectural Review)

6. In West Germany, researchers have implanted

artificial bone, made from the tiny skelctons of

algac, into the jaws of laboratory animals. They

say that algal 'bone' behaves better than the

synthetic material surgeons currently use to mend

dam:;gc to bone tissue in humans.

(Ncw Scientist)
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In West Germany, Rescarchers have implated
artificial bone into the jaws of laboratory
animals.,

LJ!LU'-LJLJJJJILUI/'L}‘JJ!Jubu|d-1;y...-l.ﬁ..|
r'_LfbrLJLV/L,Jhulr'h"_lfhﬁ:.f;l.J’LUIA_ZL./CFU:-JGJ;_

|. Travelling by bus does have some
compensations.It may be dusty and very, very
uncomfortablc. One may scc only a small part of
the countryside through the dirty windows, but
bus travel is comparatively cheap and onc docs
meet people. Indeed, no one can escape, yoursclf
included. Everyone is united by discomfort and
the excitement of the journcey.
(Tim Severin: Tracking Marco Polo)

2.'l'm very ambitious!' she at last replicd.
'And your ambitions have not been satisficd?
They must have been great!
'They were (*) great. I should make mysclf
ridiculous by talking about them
(Henry James: Portrait of a Lady)

3. '‘Mrs Moore, what is this echo?'
'Don’t you know?'
'No - what is it? Oh, do say! (*) I felt you would
be able to explain it
I you don't know, you don't know; I can't tell
you.'
(E.M. Forster: A Passage to India)
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4. No one supposces that housing cstates are places
where men work.

Women, however, do work there, and for some
[ull-time houscwives it is their main place of
work,

(Ronald Frankenberg: Communitics in Britain)

5. 'Have you been long in Bath, madam™
'About a week, sir,'replied Catherine, trying not to
laugh.

'Really!" with affected astonishment.

'Why should you be surprised, sir?

"Why, indeed! said he in his natural tone: 'But
somc cmotion mus! appear to be raised by your
reply.”

(Janc Austen: Northanger Abbey)

6. Arc we to assume that evolution has produced in
the heads of chimpanzees brains whose power far
outstrips the usc to which they are put? That
indeed would be a waste, and indeed it would be
uncharacteristic of the usually economic forces of
evolution.

(Richard Leakey and Roger Lewin: Pcople of the
Lake)
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. After we came out of the church, we stood
talking for some time together of Bishop
Berkeley's ingenious sophistry to prove the
non-existance of matter, and that everything in
the universe is merely ideal. 1 observed, that
though we are satisfied his doctrine is not true,
it is impossible to refute it. | shall never forget
the alacrity with which Johnson answered,
striking his foot with mighty force against a
large stone, till he rebounded from it. I refute
it thus!'
(James Boswell: Life of Johnson, circa 17 10)
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The Elephant (which some call an oliphant)is
the biggest of all fourfooted beasts, his
forclegs arc longer than his hindcer, he hath
ankles in the lower part of his hinder legs, and
five toes on his feet undivided, his snout or
trunk is so long, and in such form, that it is to
him in the stead of a hand: for he neither cateth
nor drinketh but by bringing his trunk to his
mouth, therewith he helpeth up his master or
keeper, there with he overthroweth trees. Of all
beasts they arc most gentle and tractable, and
are of quick scnsc and sharpness of wit. They
love rivers, and will often go into them up to
the snout, wherewith they blow and snuff and
play in the water. They have continual war
against dragons, which desire their blood
because it is very cold: and therefore the
dragon licth in wait as the clephant passeth by.

(Richard Hakluyt: Voyages and Discoveries, 1554)
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In the process of what we usually call
'day-drcaming’ we can imagine ourselves with
unusual strength or unexpected abilities. We
can marry a prince or inherit a fortune, We arc
limited only by our own imaginations Our
plan of action does not have to be the one
which is likely to succeed in practise because
we are able to imagine the achivement of our
goal as well as the means to its achivement.
There are such wonderful possibilities in this
solution of our problems that some pcople,
unable to cope with the practical requircments
ol life. fall back completely on it.Unfortunately
it fails * give physoilogical satisfaction with
its psychological satisfaction, so that such
pcople may require institutional care.,
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AL
A simple example of what 1 shall call a visual
metaphor is the usc of the colour red in certain
cultural contexts. Red, being the colour of
flames and of blood, offers itself as amctaphor
for anything that is strident or violent. It is no
accident, therefore, that it was sclected as the
code sign for 'stop' in our traffic code and as a

label of revolutionary parties in politics.

But though both these applications arc
grounded on simple biological facts, the colour
red itself has no fixed 'meaning'. A future
historian or anthropologist, for instance, who
wanted to interpret the significance of the label
'red" in politics would get no guidance from his
knowledge of our traffic code. Should the
colour that denotes 'stop’ not stand for the
'conservatives' and green for the 'go-ahcad’
progressives? And how should he interpret the

S}
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meaning of the red hat of the cardinal or the
Red Cross?

(E.H. Gombrich, 'Visual Metaphors of Value
in Art', in Meditations on a Hobby Horse)
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Everything is virtuous in its nature that fulfills
the purpose for which it is obtained, and the
better it docs this, the more virtuous 1t 1s,
therefore we call him a good man who leads
the contemplative or the active life for which
his nature fits him; we call the horse good that
runs fast and far which he is created to do; we
call the sword good that cuts hard things with
casc for which end it is made. Thus language
being ordained to express human conceptions,
is good when it does this; and the more
perfectly it does it the better it is.

(Dantc)
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"The Last Rose f Summer”
So soon may | follow
When freindship decay
And from love's shining circle
The gems drop away
(Thomas Moore)
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Loves Philosophy
Nothing in the world is single
All things by a law divine
In one another's being mingle
Why not 1 with thine?
(Shelly)
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Translate the passage below, paying particular
attention to the vocabulary and tone of the text.
The Elephant
The Elephant (which some call an oliphant)is
the biggest of all fourfooted beasts, his
forelegs are longer than his hinder, he hath
ankles in the lower part if his hinder legs, and
five toes on his feet undivided, his snout or
trunk is so long, and in such form, that it 1s to
him in the stead of a hand: for he neither cateth
nor drinketh but by bringing his trunk to his
mouth: therewith he helpeth up his master or
keeper, therewith he overthroweth trees. Of all
beasts they are most gentle and tractable, and
are of quick sense and sharpness of wit, They
tove rivers, and will often go into them up 1o
the snout, wherewith they blow and snuff and
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play in the water. They have continual war
against dragons, which desire their blood
because i1t is very cold: and therefore the
dragon licth in wait as the clephant passeth by:.
(Richard Hakluyt: Voyages and Discoveries 1554).
When | first saw him, I thought, 1f I had not
been let into his Character and Story, | could
have discerned that he had been much
separated from Company, from his Aspect and
Gesture; there was a strong but cheerful
seriousness in his Look, and a certain
Disregard to the ordinary things about him, as
if he had been sunk in Thought. When the ship
which brought him off the Island came in, he
received them with the greatest Indifference,
with relation to the Prospect of going off with
them, but with great satisfaction in an
opportunity to refresh and help them. The man
frequently bewailed his Retumn to the World,
which could not, he said, with all its
Enjoyment, restore him to the Tranquility of
his Solitude.

(quoted in Gavin Your.g: Slow Boats Home)
The following passages contain proverbs
sayings. Try to find suitable equivalents in
your own language for the cpressions italics in
the passages below. In mmny cases, a literal
translation will not be possivic. Feel free, then,
o experument, but try to suit your translacon
to the context of the passage.
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1. Common opinion tends to stress the importance
of practice. We say:'Practice makes perfect’,
but this is certainly not true. In an experiment
with dart throwing, sujects were given long
continucd practice, but each time they threw a
dart the light was switched off before they
could sce the result. Under these circumstances
their scores deteriorated rather than
improved. The value of practice is that it
enables us to discover what works. But unless
we know the results of our effort there can be
no reward and so no reinforcement.
(C.).Adcock:Fundamentals of Psychology)

2. THE ROT. AND HOW TO STOP IT
Wet rot, dry rot, and woodworm. Three little
things hellbent on destroying the wood in your
home. With 5-Star Cuprinol there's no need to
worry about what sort of rot you've gol
because it gets rid of the lot. Cuprinol 5-Star.
There's no better way to stop the rot.
(advertisement for Cuprinol wood-preserver)

3. A third cause of disagreement between IQ
measures and external criteria may be related
to motivation. If we can lead a horsc to the
water. so we can send a child to school, but as
we cannot make the horse drink. so we cannot
make the child learn unless he is in fact
motivated,

(1T Eysenck: Chieek Your Own 19)
4OTHERE COMES A TIME WHEN SILENCE

ISN'TCOL DEN
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Whether it's a tclephone that doesn't ring, or a
cherished instrument that sits silently in a
corner, the twilight years of a musician can
prove deathly quit. Afier a hife where the sound
of applause was an evcryday cvent, the silence
can prove deafening. But you can help. (appeal
for the Musicians Benevolent Fund)
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One of the most important points about this
new office block is that it makes usc of an
ceffective heat recovery system which
maintains office temperatures at 21°C.‘The
basic principle of the system is that it uscs
reclaimed heat which has been generated
within the building from lights, officce
machinery, and occupants.In this way, a
controlled even temperature within oflices can
be achieved for a relatively small increasc in

Scanned with CamScanner



capital outlay, at the same time cuiting down

cnergy consumption to a minimum.
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2. PRACTICE REALLY DOES MAKE
PERFECT
Without doubt, Chris Evert has sccured her
place in the Tennis Hall of Fame. On court,
Chris Evert is a very tough competitor indeed.
OIfT court, however, she reveals both wit and
charm. These two contrasting facets of Chris
Evert-machine-like efficiency, and feminine
charm and style-are also perfectly embodied in
her watch. 'l know that Rolex have been
making watches for a long time, and "practice
makes perfeet” is something | agree with.'
(advertisement for Rolex watches)
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I. The teacher can suggest the best distribution of
time for adequate training. Should learning
periads be long? Should we 'strike while the iron
is hot', or should we do a hittle at a time and avoid
fatiguc” The optimum length for the learning
periods will vary from task to task and the teacher
should be able o advise. In gencral it is found
that short peniods with appreciable rest Periods
between are most economical.

(C.). Adcock: Fundamentals of Psychology)

2. The moral fibre which sustained mid-Victorian
Britain in its cra of greatnest was derived only
partly from the values of hiberalism. The evils of
philistinism, smugness, and bad taste were there
from the first: 1t was when they ceased to be
restrained and offsct by the practice of the
Christian virtues that the moral rot set in.

(David Thomson: England in the Ninetcenth
Century)

3. The latest Fire Test Certification tests on
Pilkington Glass demonstrate yet again its ability
to hold back Mames and smoke for at lcast 60
minutes. Don't play with fire. Specify Pilkington
Pohished Wired Glass, and you'll be on the safe

HlL]L".
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(advertisement for Pilkington Glass)

4. A small group of Englishmen conceived the idea
of sccking a north-castern passage to Asia
through Arctic waters. As carly as 1527 a small
book had appeared prophesying such a discovery.
Onc phrase rings out:'There is no land
uninhabitable, nor sea unnavigable.'

(quoted in Winston Churchill: A History of the

English Speaking Pcoples)
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Loves Philosophy
Nothing in the world is singlc
All things by a law divinc
In one another's being mingle

Why not 1 with thine?
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A third causc of disagreement between 1Q
measure and external criteria may be related to

motivation. If we can lcad a horse to the waler,
so we can send a child to school, but as we
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cannot make the horse drink, so we cannot
make the child learn unless he is in fact
motivaticd.

(H.J. Eysenck: Check Your Own 1Q)
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When | first saw him, 1 thought, if I had not
been let into his Character and Story, I could
have discerned that he had been much
scparated from Company, from his Aspcct and
Gesture; there was a strong but cheerful
scriousncss in his Look, and a certain
Disregard to the ordinary things about him, as
if he had been sunk in Thought. When the ship
which brought him off the Island came in, he
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received them with the greatest Indifference,
with relation to the Prospect of going off with
them. but with great satisfaction in an
oppurtunity to refresh and help them. The man
frequently bewailed his Return to the World,
which could not, he said, with all its
Enjoyment, restore him to the Tranquility of
his Solitude.

(quoted in Gavin Young: Slow Boats Home)
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1. THERE COMES A TIME WHEN SILENCE
ISN'T GOLDEN
Whether it's a telephone that does't ring, or a
cherished instrument that sits silently in a
corner, the twilight years of a musician can
prove dcathly quict. After a life where the
sound of applause was an cveryday event, the
silence can prove deafening. But you can help.
(appeal for the Musician Bencvolent Fund)

2. A small group of Englishmen conceived the idea
of seeking a north-castern passage to Asia
through Arctic waters. As carly as 1527 a small
book had appecared prophesying such a discovery.
Onc phrase rings out:'There is no land
uninhabilable, nor sca unnavigable.’

(quoted in Winston Churchill: A History of the
English Spcaking Peoplcs)

3. The moral fibre which sustained mid-Victorian
Britain in its era of greatnest was derived only
partly from the values of libcralism. The evils of
philistinism, smugness, and bad taste were there
from the first: it was when they ceased to be
restrained and offset by the practice of the
Christian virtues that the moral rot sct in.
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(David Thomson: England in the Ninctcenth

Century)

4. The teacher can suggest the best distribution of
time for adequite training. Should lcarning
periods be long? Should we 'strike while the iron
is hot', or should we do a little at a time and avoid
fatiguc? The optimum length for the learning
periods will vary from task to task and the teacher
should be able to advise. In general it is found
that short periods with appreciable rest between
are most economical.

(C.J. Adcock: Fundamentals of Psychology)
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"Onc does not translate languages but cultures”

1—

"“In translation we transfer cultures not
languages".

rL’LJ.ulLJJ é_uf"’ur.:_/r{i!uw:f‘_ﬁb:ﬁwc.uuu
ﬁgdkil_._b(f_xlf/,mdfi.{_;/(c SO AL
.J'Lu,}__fu:«_{}:.-hjfébﬁ{ﬂc_u)urtfufu'lﬂk.g

83

Scanne d with CamScanner



The Prague Schoolof linquistics or British
Contextualism, schools which conceived of
language as Primarily a social phenomenon,
which is naturally and inextrically intertwined
with culturc. In these and other social
linquistically and contextually oriented
approaches, language is viewed as embedded
in culture. The meaning of any language can
be properly understood only with reference to
the cultural context enveloping it. Since in
translation 'meaning'is of particular inporlance
it follows that translation can not be fully
understood outside a cultural frame of

rcference.”@
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All peoples have more cultural similarities than

is usually thought to be the case. What binds

pcople together is much greater than what
scparales them. In adjusment to the physical
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environment in the organization of socicty, in
dealing with crucial stages of life
(birth,pulerty,marriage and death) in the
development of elaborate ritual and
symbolism, and in the drive for acsthetic
expression........ people are amazingly alike,
Because of all this translation can be
undertaken with the expectation of
communicative cffectiveness."

The Problems of Translation Linguistic and Cultural
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“A lot many things | wished to achieve from
the bazar of life. But now the desire to achieve
a ne. hing has over whelmed me 1.e | am
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scarching for my lost health. The doctor’s have
advised to scarch it in the flower hedecked
walks of the vale ol Kashmir. Hence I arrived
at Gulmarg towards the end of lost month and
stayed for three weeks. 1 thought |1 would find
some clues here but despite many cfforts no
clue could be found out of the lost wealth.”
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"On the sea, ence upon a time, O my besi
beloved. there was a whale, and he ate fishes.
He ate the starfish and the garfish, and the crab
and the dab, and the plaice and the dace and
the skate and his maic and the mackercel and
the pickereel, and the truly twirly-whirly cel.
All the fishes he could find in the sca he ale
with his mouth-so!"

(Kipling-1986)
(Translation Studics - Perspectives on an
emerging Discipline)

Ed. by Alesandra Riccardi
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Julian Housc. Universality versus culture specificity in Translation, 2
Translation studies, perspective on an emaerging disciphine, edited
by Alessandra Riccardi
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